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=IF() Function

• The IF() Function has three parameters
• Logical Test Value (a test that results in either true or false)
• Value If True (the result if the Logical Test is True)
• Value If False (the result if the Logical Test False)



=IF() Function

• =IF([@[Main_Basement_Area]]<>0,"Basement","None")
• Condition is that the main basement area is not equal (<>) to zero
• If the condition is true, we are instructing Excel to show the word Basement
• Otherwise (main basement area is zero) we are instructing Excel to show the word None

• Can use nested if statements where either the true or false value or both is 
another if statement.
• =IF([@[Main_Basement_Area]]<>0,"Basement",IF([@[Main_Style_Descr]]="Mfd 

Home (Multi-Section)","MH","None"))
• Here the false portion adds another if statement checking the the Main Style Descr is MFD

Home (Multi-Section), if it is we are instructing Excel to show the initials MH, otherwise we are 
still instructing Excel to show the word None.



=IF() Function

• The condition can be anything that results in either a true or false, including using 
other functions so long as the ultimate outcome is either true or false.

• Use the OR() function to enter multiple conditions any one of which being true will 
result in the entire OR() function being true.

• Use the AND() function to enter multiple conditions any one of which being false 
will result in the entire AND() function being false.



IFERROR() Function

• The IFERROR function allows you to specify a value, message, or alternative 
calculation to return when a formula results in an error. It is commonly used to 
hide errors such as #N/A, #DIV/0!, #VALUE!, and #REF!, making worksheets 
easier to read and more user-friendly.

• For example, the formula =[@[Gross_Bldg_Area]]/[@[Main_Basement_Area]] will 
result in an error if [@[Main_Basement_Area]] is zero since you can’t divide by 
zero.

• You can add the IFERROR function to produce a zero instead of the error message 
=IFERROR([@[Gross_Bldg_Area]]/[@[Main_Basement_Area]],0)



Other IF functions

• Ifs() – multiple logical conditions, returns specified value for first true condition

• Sumif() – Sum a specified field, based upon a condition

• Sumifs() – Sum a specified field, based upon one or more conditions

• Countif() – Count based upon a condition

• Countifs() – Count based upon one or more conditions



Conditional Formatting
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Conditional Formatting – Using Rules



Conditional Formatting – Data Bars

• Data Bars are a type of conditional formatting that display a horizontal bar inside each cell 
based on the cell's value. Larger values show longer bars and smaller values show shorter 
bars, making it easy to visually compare numbers and identify trends, highs, and lows 
without creating a chart. Data bars automatically adjust as the underlying data changes.



Conditional Formatting – Color Scales

• Color Scales are a type of conditional formatting that apply different colors to cells based on their 
values. Typically, lower values are shown in one color, higher values in another, and middle values in 
a third color. This creates a visual gradient that makes it easy to identify patterns, trends, and 
outliers within a range of data. Color scales automatically update as the data changes.



Conditional Formatting – Icon Sets

• Icon Sets are a type of conditional formatting that display symbols such as arrows, traffic lights, 
flags, or rating indicators based on a cell's value. Excel automatically compares values within the 
selected range and assigns an icon according to predefined thresholds. Icon sets provide a quick 
visual way to identify performance levels, trends, and rankings without analyzing the underlying 
numbers. They automatically update as data changes.



Conditional Formatting
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